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would be afraid to answer, either because, if they acknow-
ledged they were captainless, they would be hanged as
lawless robbers and pirates, or if one of them assumed
this rank and could not prove it by his commission, he
might be singled out for execution. Dampier records
however, one instance in which, the Spaniards having
captured six or seven Englishmen coming from Jamaica
and interrogated them when they reached the fortress as
to who among their number was their leader, one John
Hullock, after an uncomfortable silence, " cocked up his
little cocked hat" and said he was the captain, but that
he had left his commission on board, having only come
ashore to hunt, and expecting to meet with no enemies.
The Spaniards were so satisfied with this answer that they
treated him with much greater respect than his fellow
seamen, and gave him better lodging and provisions, and
a horse to ride on when he was sent up for the inspection
of the Governor of Yucatan. Eventually all these captured
men got their liberty; for the Spaniards in later times
seem again and again to have behaved with much greater
kindliness and less barbarity towards these English pirates
than we might think from the denunciations hurled against
them. Ever afterwards John Hullock went by the name
of " Captain Jack".

When the Spaniards had achieved, more or less, tb$
conquest and occupation of Yucatan in the middle of tfyei;
sixteenth century, they began to understand the impoi??
tance of logwood1 as a dye, and probably shipped it tC

1 Logwood is the heart of the timber of a tree belonging to the beau
H&matoxylon campecftianum. It attains a height not exceeding 40 feet. It is a sin^
iarly beautiful object in Tropical American landscapes, with abundant, evergree^'
mimosa-like foliage, and yellow blossoms exhaling the most delicious honied sceai/
When in full bloom each graceful tree or tall bush is completely covered with a RK^
of pale-gold or straw-yellow flowers. To the present writer it appeared to be on$i|
t&e most beautiful sights in Tropical America to see a grove of logwood trees iraM